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women, its spending on family plan- 
ning has dropped by half since the 
early 1990s despite the Bank’s own 
research documenting the negative 
impact of rapid population growth. 
Shanti Conly says in Falling Short: 
The World Bank’s Role in Population 
and Reproductive Health, “...without 
access to reproductive health care— 
especially family planning ser- 
vices—women and their families 
will not reap the full benefit of either 
education or rising household 
incomes, and countries will have a 
harder time achieving their develop- 
ment goals.” 

Biased toward long-term indi- 


rect strategies, The Bank’s efforts in 
sub-Saharan Africa on AIDS, safe 
motherhood and family planning are 
dwarfed by the high and growing 
need for these services. “Such strate- 
gies, while important to raising the 
status of women, do nothing to help 
satisfy the unmet need for family 
planning among the more that 100 
million women who want to avoid 
another pregnancy now.” Developing 
country governments are turning to 
the World Bank as a last resort 
because donor governments’ funding 
has not lived up to the commitments 
at the 1994 Cairo conference on popu- 
lation and development. 

PAI is a private non-profit orga- 
nization in Washington which sup- 
ports effective population policies 


and programs grounded in individ- 
ual rights. 


Vanunu Still in Jail 
Mordecai Vanunu, who told the 
world in 1986 about Israel’s secret 
nuclear bomb factory in the Negev 
desert, was kidnapped by the 
Mossad in Italy and sentenced to 18 
years of solitary confinement. Sam 
Day of the US Campaign to Free 
Vanunu, said, “letters are the oxygen 
that keeps him alive.” Letters can be 
sent to Vanunu, c/o Ashkelon Prison, 
Ashkelon, Israel. For info about the 
Canadian Campaign: contact 
Stephen Dankowich, Oakville Com- 
munity Centre, 148 Kerr St., Oakville, 
ON L6K 3A7, e-mail: act@web.net 
(Peace Magazine, Jan/Feb 1998) 
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